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Chapter 1:  Uncommon Sense: Scientific Method and Human Reasoning
SPSS Exercises
Practice Exercises:

1. What are the two views of the SPSS Data Editor? What is the purpose of each view?

2. Determine whether the following variables described below required value labels:

a. Race

b. Age

c. Gender

d. Number of math courses taken

e. SES

3. Identify the scale of measurement for variables described in #2 above.

4. Each of the following variables names below has one problem, for each variable name identify the problem:

a. 3_research

b. sub age

c. mthcrse#

* Check your work with the answers on the next page.

Answers:

1. The two views of the SPSS Data Editor are Variable View and Data View. The Data View allows you to view an input data and the variable view allows you to edit and add new variables to the data set

2. a. Yes. Race represents a category, and is a discrete/nominal variable.

b. No. Age is a continuous/scale variable.

c. Yes. Gender represents a category, and is a discrete/nominal variable.

d. No. Number of math courses taken is a scale variable.

e. Yes. SES represents a category, and is a discrete/ordinal variable.

3. a. Nominal

b. Nominal

c. Nominal

d. Ratio/scale

e. Ordinal

4. a. A variable name cannot start with a number.

b. A variable name cannot have a space between characters.

c. The # symbol cannot be used at the end of a variable name.

